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EX~-SLAVE 83 YEARS QLD.
(s Wenoboro ,S.€ )
A'mo Bell umﬁth her niece, in a one~room amnex to a two-

room frams house, on the plantation of Jre. Lake Howze, six milee west
of Winnsboro, 8. Ce Her niece's husband, Golden Byrd, is & ahare-cropper
on Mr. Howse's places The o0ld lady is atill spry and emergetio about the
cares of housekeeping and attention to the small ohildren of her niece.’
She is e delightful old lady and well worth her keep in the small chores

she undertakes snd performs in the household.
®illy marster was John Glasier Rabb; us oall him Marse Glasier. My

mistress was Nanoy Kincaid Watts; us call her lMiss Mancye They lived on
& big plantation in Pairfield County and dere I come into dis world, eighty-
_three years ago, 10th day of April past. ' '
®liy pappy neme just Andy but after de freedom, he took de name of
Andrew Watts. by old marmy was Harriett but she come to you Af you oalls
her Hattie. iy brudders was Jake and Rafe. iy sister name Charity. They
a1l dead and gone to glory long time ago; left me here 'lone by myself and

I's settin' here tellin' you *bout them.
"My mammy was de cook at de 'Big House' for marster, Miss Nenoy, and

de chillun. Let me see if I oun call them over in my mind. Dere was Marse

Jéhn, mt' off to de war, oolor bearer at Seven Pinese Yes sir, him was

killed wid de ocolors a flyin' in his hand. Heard tell of it meny times. Ee

1ies right now in de old Buok.ehureh graveyard. Do pine trees, seven of
them, ory snd sod ‘round him every August 6th; dat's de day he was killed.

t

Oh, my Oodd
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“Marse James went wid ola Colonel Rion. They say he got shot but

tullets couldn't kill him No, bless Godi Him comed backe Then come
Narse Clarences Ee went wid Captain Jim lacfis, went through it all and
didn't get a sorstoh. MNext was Miss Jesse. Then oome larse Horsoe, and
Miss Nine. Us chillun a1l played togethere Jarse Horace is livin' yet
and 18 & fine Ae Re Po preacher of de Word. Mies Nina & rich ledy, got -
plantation but 1ive 'mong de big bugs in Winneboro. She married Mre
Costles; she is a widow nowes He was & good man, but he dead nowe

*De one I minds next, is Charlies I nussed hime He married Oolonel
Province's daughter. Dat's all I oan oall to mind, right nowe

“Course de white folks I b'longs t.o. had more slaves then I got
fingers and toes; whole families of tnems De ocarpenter and de blacksmith
on de place made de bedstesds. Us had good wheat straw mattresses to
sleep on3 cotton qutlﬁ, spreads, and cotton pillows. ¥o trouble to sleep
tut it was hard to hear dat white averseer say at duy breeks ‘'Let me hear
them foots hit de floor and dat befo' I gol Ee livelyl Hear me?* And
you had to answer, 'Yas sch!, hefo' he'd move on to de nex' house. I does
'n-ul;or de pu'tc of de bed, m held together by wooden pinse I sho!
'-udnro datli .

“Jammy Barriett was de cooke 1 didn't dome no work but 'teod to de
-ohul\n‘lnd tote watere . ‘

“lioney?! Go 'way from hon,'bout Lord, no sir, I never saw no moneye

Wnat I want wid it anyhow?
"How did. they feed us? Had better things to eat then, than now and

more different kind of somethin's. U hul pears, ‘lasses, shorts, middlings
of de wheat, oorn bresd, and all kinds of milk and vegetables.

e
4
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" "ot & whuppin' onces They wanted me to go after de turkeys
and I 4idn't want to go past de graveyard, where de turkeys wass I
sho' didn't want to go by them graves. I's scared now to go by &
graveyard in de dark. I took de whuppin' and somsbody else must
have got de turkeys. Sho' I didn't drive them upl ’

*Slaves ‘spun de thread, loomed de cloth, and made de olothes
for de plantatione Don't believe I had any shoes. I was just a -n
cal anyhow then, didn't need them snd didn't want theme '

"Yos, I's seen nigger women plows Church? I wouldn't fool you,
all de slaves big enough snd not sick, hed to go to church on de Sabbath.

"They give us & half Saturday, to do as we like.

"I was 'bout ten years old when de Yankees come. They was full to
de btrim wid mischief. They took de frocks out de presses and put them - |
on snd h.ugh and earry on powerfule. Befo' they went ﬁq took mr’thug.
They took de meat and *vigions out de smdke~house_ and d. 'luau. mw.
flour, and meal out de house. Killed de pigs and oows, h.u'nt de gin-
house u‘xd cotton, and took off de live stock, geese, chiokens and turkeys.

"After de freedom, I stayoed on wid mammy right dere, *til I married

 Levi Bell. 1I's had two chillun. Dis my granddaughter, I visitin'e I
" pever -'apootl to have as good & homs ss I had in slaverytime, 'til I gite .
" my title to dat mansion in de skye Dats de remson I 1likes to sing dat
old plantation spiritusl, 'Swing Low Sweet Chariot, Joqun Owinter Carry '
me Home's Does I believe in ‘ligiom? What else good for oolored folks?
1 ask you 4if ders ain't a heaven, what's colored frlh;ottolootrornﬁ
to? They oan't git anywhere down here. De only joy they oan have here,
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49 sorvin' and lovin'; us oan git dat in 'ligion dut dere is s limit
. to de nigger in everything else. Course I kumows my blm in dis world;
1 'umbles myself here to be *zalted up yonder.®
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. . ANNE BELL
EX=-SLAVE 83 YEARS OLD, -

Cxes Wonobaro s'c)

Anne Bell 1lives with her niece, in & one=room amnex to & two-

e S

room frame house, on the plantation of Jr. Lake Howse, six miles west

of Winnsboro, 8. Cs Eer niece's husband, Golden Byrd, is a share-cropper
on Mre Howse's places The 0ld lady is still spry and emergetic about the
cares of housekeeping and attention to the small children of her niece.-
She is s delightful o0ld lady and well worth her keep in the small chores
she undertakes snd performs in the household. )

®Uy marster was John Glasier Rabb; us call him Marse Olasier. My
mistress was Nanoy Kinoaid Watts; us call her Miss Nancye They lived on
& big plantation in Fairfield County and dere I come into dis world, eighty-

three years ago, 10th day of April peste | ’

"y pappy neme just Andy but after de freedom, he took de name of
Andrew Watts. My old marmy was Harriett but she come to you if you oalls
her Hatties liy brudders wes Jake and Rafe. iy sister name Charity. They
a1l dead and gone to glory long time ago; left me here 'lone Ly myself and
I's settin' here tellin' you 'bout them.

"My mssey was de cook at de 'Big House' for marster, Miss Nancy, and
de chillun. Let ms see if I ocn call then over in my mind. Dere was Marse
John, weat lofr.to de war, oolor bearer at BSeven Pines. Yes sir, him was
killed wid de colors a flyin' in his hand. Eeard tell of it meny times. Ee
lies ri;ht now in de 0ld Buck Church graveyard. De pine trees, seven of
them, ory and sod 'round him every August Eth; dat's de day he was killed.

i

Oh, my Ood$

http://search.ancestry.com/Browse/print_u.aspx?dbid=1944&iid=BYU... 9/18/2012




Ancestry.com - U.S., Interviews with Former Slaves, 1936-1938 Page 1 of 1

Prejest 1508 1=
Spartesburg, s.c.sf 390105

Ney 31, 1937

FOLX-LORE: EX-SLAVES -

"Iiu born on Capt. Jom P, Kinard's
place. My memmy and pa was luoy end Fph Kinerd who delonged
to Marse Kinard, larse Kinard was good to his slaves - didn's
whip them much. He whipped me a 1little, Vhen I was a little
girl 1 alept in the big house 1n the room with my mistress emd
her husband, and .waitod on them. I worked when 1 got old
enough, in the field, and snywhere around, When I wouldn's

work good, my msuny whipped me most.
*I 'mesber the folks cooked in skillets

over aa old ﬂ.ﬁpluo.
"After the war was over and freedom oome

we stayed on with Capt. Kinard, 'ti11 I married snd then weat _
over to Dook Remwick's place whers my husband worked. I merried
Tom Beuwick. We went to the church of the colored folks after -
the war, and had preachings in mornings and evenings and at night,
too. We 41dn't have no nigger schools, mnd we didn’t leara to
read end write. - | ' '

~ "The white folks had oorn-shuckings, cottom
plokings at night, when the mistress would fix a big dinner for

d.l-uthg."
SOURCE:s nmm&(n;m;m; s 0 -

Interviewsr: Xr. U, leland Summer, 1707 Lindesy .,
Newberry, 8. C.
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